Wannalancit Street 
Historic District 


Lowell’s National Register 
Neighborhoods 



LOWELL HISTORIC BOARD 





The Wannalancit Street Historic District is one of 


Lowell’s most architecturally significant streets. One 

block in length, the District includes homes built in 

the Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Italianate, Second 

Empire, Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival styles. 
Development of Wannalancit Street began in the 
1850s during a period of rapid development in Lowell 
of new residential neighborhoods for the city’s 
growing middle class. 













Early Development 
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Wannalancit Street is typical of new neighborhoods 
being developed in Lowell during the mid to late 19th 
century. Development of the street began in the 1850s 
during a period of rapid development of residential 
neighborhoods in the city for its expanding population 
and growing middle class. Prior to the late 1600s, land in 
the area was part of a Native American fishing ground at 
Pawtucket Falls and was sold to English settlers in 1686 
by Wannalancit, last sachem of the Pennacook 
Confederacy. 

The area in the vicinity of Wannalancit Street was origi¬ 
nally part of the town of Chelmsford and was scattered 
with farms. Pawtucket and School Streets were early and 
major arteries, intersecting just south of the Pawtucket 
Bridge which was constructed in 1792 over the 
Merrimack River. Also in the immediate vicinity was the 
Pawtucket Canal (1792-96), originally developed by 
Newburyport merchants as a means of navigation around 
the Pawtucket Falls. By 1820, the area close to the 
Pawtucket Bridge included a small cluster of houses and 
a few commercial buildings. The development of early, 
small industries along the Merrimack River near 
Pawtucket and School Streets included the sawmill of 
John Ford just above the Pawtucket Falls. 

With the beginnings of large-scale industrial develop¬ 
ment in the 1820s and the arrival of a large new work 
force to Lowell came rapid development of new residen¬ 
tial neighborhoods. Chapel Hill in South Lowell, 
Washington Square in Lower Belvidere, and sections of 
the Acre neighborhood all began to see growth. 

Reflecting the need for more middle-class housing away 
from the heart of the city, Wannalancit Street was laid 
out ca. 1850. Much of the land in the area had been 
owned since the 18th century by the Bowers family. The 
first house was constructed on the street in 1851 and over 
the next several decades, the remaining residences were 
constructed. 



Architectural Development 


The Wannalancit Street Historic District includes resi¬ 
dences constructed in several Victorian styles including 
Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Italianate, Second 
Empire, Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival. The term 
‘Victorian” embraces several different styles of architec¬ 
ture found along Wannalancit Street. Most of the homes 
on the street date from the mid 19th to early 20th cen¬ 
turies and several include carriage houses set behind 
them. 

The earliest residence in the District is also its only 
example of the Greek Revival/Gothic Revival styles. The 
William Swett House (22 Wannalancit Street; ca. 1851) 
is a modest 1 1/2 story house with a front gable roof. The 
decorative bargeboards and trim at the bays and porch 
add an element of the Gothic Revival to this Greek 
Revival house. 
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The Italianate style is 
well represented in the 
District. First appearing 
in Washington Square 
in Lower Belvidere in 
the 1840s, Italianate 
homes were inspired 
by the architecture of 
Italian villas. The 
Irvin Foote House 
(28 Wannalancit Street; ca. 1870) is typical of the 
Italianate style with its use of ornamental brackets, 
bracketed entry hood, and 
projecting window caps. Other 
Italianate style residences in 
the District include the Mary 
and Benjamin Collins House 
(14 Wannalancit Street; 
ca. 1866), the Samuel Dana 
House (33-37 Wannalancit 
Street; ca. 1867), and the 
Warren Foote House (38 
Wannalancit Street; ca. 1869). 
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Houses built in the Second Empire style are close rela¬ 
tives of the Italianate. The primary difference between 
the two is the prevalence of the mansard roof form in the 
former. The Henry Thompson Houses (406 Pawtucket 
Street; ca. 1876) features include a wraparound porch 
and a mansard roof punctured by bracketed, pedimented 
dormers. Another example of the Second Empire style 
is the exceptional Jonathan Bowers/Round House 
(58 Wannalancit Street; 1872). 


Queen Anne homes are 
highly decorative, often 
combining varied 
materials, colors, and 
textures. T he Edward 
Wood House (43 
Wannalancit Street; 
ca. 1878) is a fine 
example with its irregu¬ 
lar plan, complex gable 
roof, and use of clapboards, varied shingle patterns, 
and half-timbering. The Haven Perham House 
(19 Wannalancit Street; ca. 1883) and the Elizabeth 
Edson House (71 Wannalancit Street; ca. 1886) are 
other Queen Anne style homes in the District. 

The Oliver Cushing House (48 Wannalancit Street; 
ca. 1885), while Queen Anne in plan and massing, 
exhibits elements of the Shingle style with its use of varied 
shingle patterns. The house was designed by prominent 
Lowell and Boston 
architect Frederick 
Stickney who also 
designed several major 
Lowell public buildings 
including the Butler 
School (1882), Moody 
School (1891), Pollard 
Memorial Library 
(1893), Lowell High 
School (1893), and the 
Lawrence Street fire¬ 
house (1892). 
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Houses built 
in the Colonial 
Revival style 
imitate, and 
often exagger¬ 
ate, Colonial 
architectural 
details. The 
Kitson-Lacey 
Houses (390 
Pawtucket 
Street; by 

1896) features include pedimented dormers, modified 
Palladian windows, and dentilated and bracketed 
cornices. The John and Mabel Lambert House 
(70 Wannalancit Street; ca. 1907-1910) is typical of 
later Colonial Revival homes with its more restrained 
use of historical detail. 
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The Jonathan Bowers/Round House 


Located near the top of Wannalancit Street, the 
Jonathan Bowers/Round House is Lowell’s most 
unique architectural landmark. Built in the 
Second Empire style, the round form is a rarity 
not onl\ in Lowell but in the United States as 
well. Constructed in 1872, it is one of only 
three round houses known to exist in 
Massachusetts dating from that period. 

The round shape of the house is a variation 
of the Octagon style popularized by Orson 
Fowler’s The Octagon House: A Home for All 
published in 1849. Octagon homes were pri¬ 
marily built in New York, Massachusetts, and 
the midwest between the 1850s and 1870s. 

The granite house was built by industrialist 
Jonathan Bowers for his daughter’s wedding 
reception at a eost of $30,000. The house is 
capped by a fishscale slate mansard roof with 
a cupola. Notable features include arched 
windows, pedimented dormers, round bays, 
and round granite chimneys. 

The house has the added distinction of being 
listed individually on the National Register 
of Historic Places due to its architectural 
significance. 








Who's Who on Wannalancit Street 


Development of Wannalancit Street began in the 1850s 
and reflected the growth of a new middle class in Lowell of 
businessmen, merchants, teachers, and other professionals. 

The first resident of the 
street was carriage maker 
William Swett who resided 
at 22 Wannalancit Street. 
The original owner of 
14 Wannalancit Street, 
Benjamin Collins, was 
listed in city directories as 
an auctioneer, dry goods merchant, and milliner. Irvin, 
Warren, and James Foote purchased the land on which 
houses at 28, 38, and 48 Wannalancit Street stand, 
although James appears to have sold the land undevel¬ 
oped. They were in business together as Warren S. Foote 
& Company, dealers in upright and square pianofortes. 
Henry Thompson, agent and treasurer of the Lowell 
Felting Mills, lived at 406 Pawtucket Street. 

43 Wannalancit Street was home to Edward Wood, 
owner of a successful flour and grain business. 

Other early residents included Haven Perham, 
treasurer of the Kitson Machine Shop, who lived at 
19 Wannalancit Street. Elizabeth Edson, daughter of 
prominent Lowell minister Rev. Theodore Edson, 
resided at 71 Wannalancit Street. 48 Wannalancit Street 
was the home of Oliver Cushing, a prominent figure in 
Left: Lowell. Cushing was a civil and mechanical engineer 

Bowers/ who served as an agent for the Lowell Gas Company for 

Round 25 years. He also held the positions of clerk at St. Annes 

House parish, alderman (1885), and President of the Board of 
Trustees of the Lowell Cemetery. 

After construction had been completed on the street by 
1910, the street continued in use as a residential area 
occupied by businessmen, physicians, and educators. 
While some houses were divided for multi-family use, 
several houses continued in the ownership of their 
original owners for many years. 





The National Register of Historic Places 


The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the 
Nation s resources worthy of preservation for their architectural, 
historical, or cultural value. The National Register was estab¬ 
lished in 1966 as a list of districts, sites, buildings, structures, 
and objects significant in American history, architecture, arche¬ 
ology, and culture. Buildings that have contributed to the 
development of the Nation and the Commonwealth, which are 
over fifty years old and not altered significantly, may be eligible. 

Listing on the National Register does not place restrictions or 
limitations on the use, alteration, or disposition of private prop¬ 
erty. Listing does provide some protection from adverse action 
due to Federal or State funding, permitting, or licensing. 
Additionally, certain property owners who rehabilitate income- 
producing certified historic properties may be eligible for federal 
tax credits. 


The Lowell Historic Board 

Established by state statute in 1983, the Lowell Historic Board 
serves to preserve and protect the historic and architectural 
resources of the Downtown Lowell Historic District while 
encouraging economic development and tourism in the District s 
historic setting. As the City of Lowell’s historic preservation 
agency, the Board also maintains the city’s inventory of historic 
structures and sites. The Board also provides technical assis¬ 
tance and information on preservation to property owners 
citywide in addition to publishing educational and outreach 
materials and sponsoring several workshops and events 
throughout the year. 


Resources 


For additional information about 
the Wannalancit Street Historic 
District, other National Register 
or historic sites in Lowell, and his¬ 
toric preservation, contact: 

Lowell Historic Board 

J.F.K. Civic Center 
50 Arcand Drive 
Lowell, MAO 1852 
(978) 970-4270 
www.historiclowell.net 

For additional information about 
the National Register, contact: 

Massachusetts Historical 

Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard 

Boston, MA 02125 

(617) 727-8470 

www.state.ina.us/sec/nihc 

National Register of 
Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, NW 
Room NC 400 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
(202) 343-9536 

www.cr.nps.gov/nr 


For information on architectural 
styles, preservation, and restora¬ 
tion, try: 

A Field Guide to 
American Houses 
Virginia and Lee McAlester 
New' York: Alfred A. Knopf 
(1985) 

The Old House Journal Guide 

to Restoration 

Patricia Poore, editor 

Old House Journal Corporation 

(1992) 

For additional information on 
Lowell architecture, try: 

Lowell Then and Now : 
Restoring the Legacy of 
a Mill City 
Charles Parrott with 
Gretchen Sanders Joy 
Lowell Historic Preservation 
Commission (1995) 

Mill and Mansion: A Study 
of Architecture and Society in 
Lowell, Massachusetts 
1820-1865 
John Coolidge 

New York: Columbia University 
Press (1942) 


As you explore the Wannalancit 
Street Historic District, please 
respect the rights of property owners 
by not trespassing and remaining on 
public property as you view the many 
historic resources of the District. 

This brochure is based upon the 
National Register of Historic Places 
registration form for the Wannalancit 
Street Historic District (Kim Withers 
Brengle with Betsy Friedberg, 1998) 
on file at the Lowell Historic Board, 
the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, and the National 
Register of Historic Places, 
Washington, D.C. 

Historic images courtesy of Pollard 
Memorial Library and the University 
of Massachusetts Lowell Center for 
Lowell History. 


This brochure has been financed in part 
with Federal funds from the National Park 
Service. U.S. Department of the Interior, 
through the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, Secretary of the 
Commonwealth William Francis Galvin, 
Chairman. However, the contents and opin¬ 
ions do not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of the Department of the Interior, 
or the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission. 

This program receives Federal funds from 
the National Park Service. The U.S. 
Department of the Interior prohibits dis¬ 
crimination on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age. gender or handicap in 
its federally assisted programs. If you 
believe you have been discriminated 
against in any program, activity, or facility 
as described above, or if you desire further 
information, please write to: Office for 
Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 1849 C Street NW, Room 1324. 
Washington, DC 20240. 
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